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ance, between good politics and good pol-
icy, between professed and practice family 
values, between racial creed and racial 
deed, between calls for community and 
random individualism and greed,” he said. 

“There’s a foundation bigger and goes far 
beyond the human capability which leads to 
spiritual belief. That’s African-American 
women who have made an impact.  At 
every stage and step of the way in African-
American history, there was someone that 
wasn’t African-American that opened the 
door. If they had not taken that risk, in 
many cases losing their lives, we wouldn’t 
have the gains that we have today.”  

“We have examples today where African-
American were not satisfied and would not 
be held down. We have one here in Sgt. 
Maj. Laughlin.  

“One of the differences between some 
African-American women today and those 
of impact is instead of sitting back and be-
coming victims, they became victors,” he 

said. “African-
American women over 
time had a unique 
journey, but were be-
ing polished to perfec-
tion so they can open 
doors. There is an am-

bassadorship required when you are the 
first. Many of us here are still achieving 
firsts. It’s a journey and a process.”  

Drummer stressed how African-
American women have looked beyond their 
conditions and circumstance they faced and 
persevered to make a difference.  

“I am so thankful that they have been the 
bedrock of family and keeping them to-
gether,” he said. “Mothers, wives, aunts and 
cousins were teachers, nurses, midwives 
and homemakers. They have succeeded 
against all odds. They are college profes-
sors, entertainers, professionals, athletes, 
politicians, general officers, senior enlisted 
Soldiers and women in combat.  

“The power of the African-American 
woman and their impact on American cul-
ture lays in their ability to give themselves 
away and make a difference,” he said. 
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Hamilton observes Black History Month 

Donald G. Drummer, Federal Security 
director and guest speaker, ad-
dresses the audience during the 
Black History Month observance at 
community club Feb. 9.  

Children of the Fort Hamilton Child Development Center recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance during the Black History Month observance Feb. 9 at the community 
club. (Photos by Kevin Koehler)  

F ort Hamilton cele- 
brated Black History Month at 
the community club Feb. 9.  
Donald Drummer, director of 

Federal Security, Transportation Security 

Administration at Newark Airport and this 
year’s guest speaker discussed this year’s 
theme of Black Women in American Cul-
ture and History.   

“I want to take you way beyond color,” 
he said. “When I’m done, I hope you re-
member three things. First, African-
American women have had a unique jour-
ney. Second, they have a unique character 
and lastly, they made an impact.” 

Reciting profound quotes from the likes 
of entertainer Pearl Bailey, politician 
Shirley Chisholm, actress Ruby Dee, singer 
Marion Anderson and astronaut Mae Jemi-
son, though different, he wove together a 
synchronized legacy that wrought the com-
mon battle they shared – to be equal.   

“Though many of us here have been all 
over the world, we all know that there is no 
better nation that stands up for freedom the 
this United States of America,” he said.  

“We’re living in a time of unbearable 
dissonance between promise and perform-

“The difference between some African-
American women today and those of  
impact is instead of sitting back and  

becoming victims, they became victors.” 
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Top commissary director visits Fort Hamilton 

T he director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of commissaries 
worldwide visited Fort Hamilton 

Feb. 15. 
Joseph H. Jeu, who oversees more than 

250 commissaries in 13 countries with more 
than 18,000 employees, visits more than 60 
stores a year and made a scheduled two-
hour visit to meet and greet employees and 
observe store operations.  

“Compared to many other commissaries 
at larger installations, Fort Hamilton’s com-
missary is in great shape being relatively 
new at 12 years old,” Jue said. “The average 
age of a DeCA employee is about 27 years 
old, and I think we have great employees 
who are dedicated to servicing and pleasing 
customers.” 

Jeu took the time to tour every aisle from 
produce to meats, and bread to dairy. He 
observed meat-cutting operations and vis-
ited and met employees in offices through-
out the store and said he was impressed 
with what he saw, which is what Tyrone 
Jenkins, general store manager, proclaimed 
as routine. 

“We are currently involved in a lot mer-
chandizing contest to help boost sales, but 
other than that, it was business as usual,” he 

ignated. As the agency’s director, he man-
ages an annual budget of $7.3 billion. Com-
missary annual sales totaled $5.84 billion in 
fiscal 2010.  

In 1978, Jeu began his government career 
as a commissary officer with the U.S. Army 
Troop Support Agency. Six years later, he 
joined Headquarters Marine Corps. There 
he managed the Marine Corps Commissary 
System that included 15 commissaries and 
two commissary complexes. By 1987, he 
was promoted to head of the Marine Corps 
Services Branch, where he managed the 
Marines’ garrison-level vehicle fleet, per-
sonal property and food service programs.  

He is the recipient of the 2009 Presiden-
tial Rank Award for Meritorious Executive, 
recognizing him as a leader in the top five 
percent of the federal government’s senior 
executive service. In June 2010, President 
Barack Obama appointed him as a member 
of the Committee for Purchase from People 
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled. He 
has also received the Navy Superior Civil-
ian Service Award in May 1987 and the 
Navy Distinguished Civilian Service Award 
in July 2001. 

said. “This is what we do for all of custom-
ers on a daily basis. My staff stepped up to 
the plate and took care of business like we 
do every day. I’m glad he was pleased, but 
our most important guests are the ones who 
come through those doors every day.”  

“Overall, commissaries worldwide pro-
vide about 32 percent savings compared to 
stores in the local economy,” he said. 
“Because of the high cost of living here in 
Brooklyn (N.Y.) and Fort Hamilton, it 
seems we are providing about a 40, and for 
some items, as much as 50-60 percent sav-
ings for our customers. They are doing an 
excellent job here.” Jue recognized several 
employees with the presentation of the 
DeCA director’s coin. 

 Jeu, whose rank is equivalent to a three-
star general, has been director since January 
2011. He is a Tier Three senior executive, 
one of only 45 defense leaders to be so des-

“Compared to many other commissaries  
at larger installations, Fort Hamilton’s  
commissary is in great shape being  

relatively new at 12 years old.” 

Joseph H. Jeu, director and chief executive officer of the Defense Commissary 
Agency out of Fort Lee, Va., left, stops to address customer Sgt. 1st Class 
(Ret.) Alvin Kellman’s concern about a sudden price jump of a pasta product 
during Jue’s visit to the Fort Hamilton commissary Feb. 15. It was explained 
that the food company often extends sales sometimes lasting for months be-
fore restoring the product to its regular price in order to save the customers 
money. Photo right, Rodolfo Martinez, day-time stocker, stocks shelves.   
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in building 137C, room 2C for interested 
garrison and tenant personnel; including 
military, Department of the Army civilians, 
contractors and non-appropriated fund em-
ployees. The forum consists of a 15-30 
minutes presentation and 20-30 minutes 
discussion related to the topic. Topics in-
cluded cost management and managerial 
accounting texts, You-Tube presentations, 
Harvard Business Review, General Fund 
Enterprise Business System, government 
blog sites and more. It is a basic education 
approach rather than a skills workshop. The 
intent is to develop a capability and a cadre 
of cost-analytic-metric aware and proficient 
leaders; or, at least, to reduce people’s dis-
comfort with costs, analytics and metrics.  
To register for more information, contact 
Larry Blake at 718-630-4835 or law-
rence.a.blake.civ@mail.mil. 
 

Scholarships for Students Offered 
Military high school can apply for schol-

arships with the Fisher House Foundation’s 
2012 Scholarships for Military Children 
Program at any commissary by close of 
business Feb. 24. A minimum of one 
$1,500 scholarship will be awarded at every 

Inspector General to Visit 
The Military District of Washington in-

spector general will make his quarterly visit 
at the Fort Hamilton post chapel Feb. 21 
from 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.   
 
Army Emergency Relief Kick-off 

Army Community Service will kick-off 
its annual Army Emergency Relief cam-
paign at 2 p.m. March 1 in the ACS confer-
ence room on the first floor in building 
137C. All are invited to attend.  
 

Free Tax Preparation  
    Free tax preparation is available through 
legal services in Bldg. 117 for active duty 
and retirees until April 17. Eligible clients 
can call 718-630-4743 to schedule an ap-
pointment. H&R Block is available in the 
Burger King, and they prepare 1040EZ 
taxes at no charge for a limited time. 
 
Management forum held 

The garrison Plans Analysis and Integra-
tion Office will host a voluntary, technical 
forum to learn and discuss cost manage-
ment, analytics and metrics every third 
Thursday of the month from 1 – 2:30 p.m. 

Fort Hamilton Announcements  —————–—–———————————–—--— 

Lisa Sheehan, photo right, school liaison for Fort Hamilton, 
thanks the International Brotherhood Tea and guests after 
she was honored by the P.S. 104 Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion for her support of the school. In photo above from left 
to right, Command Sgt. Maj. Sylvia Laughlin, PTA members  
Angela Diyarza and Jade Roots-Lacroix, Lisa Sheeshan, 
Marie DiBella, P.S. 104 principal, Penny Merron, PTA mem-
ber, Brooklyn Councilman Vincent Gentile, Linda Lupia, 
Brooklyn Assemblyman Alec Kransy and Col. Michael 
Gould, U.S. Army Garrison, Fort Hamilton commander pose 
for a photo after the ceremony. (Photo by Cathy Santopietro)  

An “outstanding  
community member” 

commissary location where applications are 
being received.  All children of active duty, 
reserve or retired military currently enrolled 
or college bound can apply.  Students can 
pick up applications at any commissary or 
visit  http://bit.ly/A98OfM.  For more de-
tails about the scholarship program, visit 
http://bit.ly/Awsoad. 
 

New 7th Avenue Gate Hours   
Effective March 1 the 7th Avenue Gate 

will have limited hours. Monday through 
Friday the gate will close at 7 p.m. for vehi-
cle and pedestrian traffic.  The 7th Avenue 
gate will not be open on weekends.  We 
apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause.  For those who use the 7th Avenue 
Gate, please make alternate arrangements. 
 

Tell Us How We Are Doing! 
 The Interactive Customer Evaluation is 
the place to provide comments and sugges-
tions. Help Fort Hamilton improve its com-
munity’s programs and services. Log onto 
http://ice.disa.mil to submit the comment. 
You also can comment at kiosks on the in-
stallation. 
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