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IMCOM commander visits Fort Hamilton

By Alison Kohler
Fort Hamilton Public Affairs

t. Gen. Michael Ferriter,

commanding general of Installa-

tion Management Command and
Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation
Management, his wife Mrs. Margie Fer-
riter and IMCOM Command Sgt. Maj.
Earl Rice visited Fort Hamilton to watch
the Soldier Show, receive an installation
orientation briefing and take a tour of
post May 25-26.

“You’ve got to go to the (posts)
equally important that are off the beaten
path,” Ferriter said.

The visitors watched the U.S. Army
Soldier Show’s 6 p.m. performance and
spent the following morning learning
about Fort Hamilton’s mission, demo-
graphics, opportunities, challenges and
the plans to celebrate the Army’s 237"
birthday June 14.

Ferriter asked Fort Hamilton leaders

of the top Army issues, survivor out-
reach, sponsorship, transition, suicide
prevention, Sexual Harassment Assault
Response Program and customer service,
which resonates with them.

Garrison Commander Col. Michael
Gould indicated that customer service,
survivor and community outreach and
transition are where Fort Hamilton is
focused.

“This installation focuses outward
rather than inward,” Gould said.

The post’s priorities are to provide
outstanding customer service, finalize a
master plan that encompasses inter-
agency activities, expand outreach to the
community and enhance partnerships
with public affairs and sister services,
digitize internal and external communi-
cations, practice fiscal responsibility and
meet energy use reduction goals, accord-
ing to Gould.

The group took a driving tour of the

small post, which has about 800 resi-
dents, 1,100 military and about 900 ci-
vilian employees.

Gould pointed out that Fort Hamil-
ton’s status as the only active duty in-
stallation in New York City is key to
sustaining quality military accessions,
and serving retirees, veterans and survi-
vors in the New York City metropolitan
area.

With approximately 25,000 federal
employees working in law enforcement,
counterterrorism and intelligence, Fort
Hamilton provides a secure footprint for
the U.S. government to co-locate agen-
cies with similar missions to improve
security, efficiency and crosstalk, ac-
cording to Gould.

The group posed for photos in front
of the Garrison Headquarters before
departing mid-day for Memorial Day
weekend.

Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter, commanding general of Installation Management Command and Assistant Chief of
Staff for Installation Management, presents Col. Michael Gould, U.S. Army Garrison Fort Hamilton commander
and Command Sgt. Maj. Hector A. Prince, U.S. Army Garrison Fort Hamilton command sergeant major, a Soldier
Show plaque after the Soldier Show performance at the sports and fitness center May 25. (Photo by Tim Hipps)
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Soldier Show cast members demonstrate their B-boy dance prowess during a hip-hop routine at the 2012 Soldier
Show May 25 at the sports and fitness center.

i

Spc. Whitney M. Jones, a hu-
man resource specialist from

Orlando, Fla., with the U.S.
Army Reserve, above, slows
the tempo and sings a soft bal-
lad. Sgt. Jon Whittle, a cook
stationed a Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., performs a patriotic song.

ort Hamilton’s Family,

Morale, Welfare and Recreation

presented the return of the U.S.
Army Soldier Show May 25 at the sports
and fitness center.

The Soldier Show is a 90-minute,
live musical performance where talented
Soldiers, who come from Army installa-
tions worldwide to audition for the show,
perform many music genres and cultures
from around the world while stomping to

high-stepping, foot-tapping choreography.

Its motto, “Entertainment for the Sol-

dier, by the Soldier” has been an effective
vehicle for the Army Entertainment Divi-
sion based at Fort Belvoir, Va., for many
years.

“Every section of the show has
something to do with strength in one of
those areas,” production manager and
producer Tim Higdon said. “That is in
line with the chief of staff’s motto for this
year, which is, ‘The strength of our nation
is our Army, the strength of our Army is
our Soldiers, the strength of our Soldiers
is our Families, and that’s what makes us
Army Strong,” Higdon said. “So the show
is designed to follow that theme, and to
highlight the strength aspect all the way
through.”

This year’s Army Strong theme Sol-
dier Show took spectators on a show of
strength in today's Army based on the
Army’s slogan, Army Strong.

“There are a lot of dancers and a lot
of movement in the show,” said Victor
Hurtado, director. “But there are some
great voices with great stage presence, as
well. We have some great rappers and
spoken-word guys, so we have quite a bit
of that driving the show.”

As in all Soldier Shows, patriotism is
woven throughout the show that does not
so much resemble a military production.
After travelling and performing more
than 60 shows, the Soldier Show still has
about 40 shows to perform at more than
25 installations around the world.




Spc. Genesis Rodriguez, far left, a parachute rigger stationed at Fort Benning, Ga., is a hometown favorite from
Bronx, N.Y., as she joins other cast members in performing a song about the strength of the U.S. Army.

Spc. Franz Fabricante, center, a linguist stationed at Schofield Barrack,
Hawaii, leads cast members in a fast-paced hip-hop dance routine,
above. Spc. Kayonnia Crowder, photo right, a food specialist at Fort
Carson, Colo., encourages audience participation during the Army
Strong skit. Below, cast members perform another high-stepping num-
ber.




Fort Hamilton Announcements

Change of Responsibility slated

A change of responsibility to welcome
Command Sgt. Maj. Hector Prince and
say goodbye to Command Sgt. Maj. Syl-
via Laughlin is scheduled for 10 a.m.
June 8 at the Bluff with the Post Theater
as an inclement weather site.

Army’s birthday bigger than ever

The U.S. Army will celebrate its
237" birthday June 14, and we want to
share our birthday celebration with the
communities we serve.

For the last 10 years we have been
an Army at war, and as we conclude
operations in Iraq and scale back forces
in Afghanistan, we are turning our focus
to reconnecting and reintegrating our
Soldiers with our nation’s communities.
The strength of our nation is our Army,
the strength of our Army is our Soldiers,
the strength of our Soldiers is our Fami-
lies and that’s what makes our Army
strong.

This year is very special as the focus
of the Army birthday celebration is New
York City, and we have the privilege of
hosting Soldiers from Fort Drum’s 10"
Mountain Division who just returned in
recent weeks from a very difficult de-
ployment in Afghanistan. These Soldiers
are pairing with school-age children,
citizens and community leaders to cele-
brate the Army’s birthday together pro-
vide an opportunity for New Yorkers to
meet and greet Soldiers with vast experi-
ence and compelling stories to share.

The annual Twilight Tattoo will be
performed at 1:30 p.m. June 14 in Bry-
ant Park at 42nd Street and 6th Avenue
as well as at 5 p.m. in Times Square in
Manhattan.

Security guard opportunities

Fort Hamilton has many vacancies for
security guard positions, GS-0085-04,
with a starting salary of $31,560. For
more information, visit http://
www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/
ViewDetails/315788600. The closing
date is June 15.

Financial advisors sought
Edward Jones is currently seeking
individuals who are self-motivated and
sales-oriented, and enjoy working inde-
pendently as a Financial Advisor in New
York. Call for more information, Patrick
Gilbride Financial Advisor Edward

Jones, 8909 Third Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.,
11209,718-833-0207.

Lunch and Learn

A Lunch and Learn session will be
held June 19 from noon —1 p.m. at the
education center. This session’s topic
will be Stress and Chiropractic Medicine
with chiropractor, Dr. Scott A. Schwa-
ger. For more information, call Rose
Tillona at 718-630-4412.

Training workshop

The Directorate of Public Works will
host a training workshop on how to pre-
pare an area development plan for Fort
Hamilton June 4-8. The first class will
be held June 4 —7 from 9 a.m.—4:30
p.m. at the post chapel. The second class
will be held June 8 from 9 a.m. -noon in
the DPW conference room in building
129. For more information, call Peter
Heerens at 718-630-4492.

Tell Us How We Are Doing!

The Interactive Customer Evaluation
system is the place where you can pro-
vide your comments and suggestions.
Help Fort Hamilton improve its commu-
nity’s programs and services. Log onto
http://ice.disa.mil. Go to “CONUS” and
then to “Fort Hamilton.” Click on the
service you wish to rate, then submit the
comment.

Comments can now be submitted us-
ing the QR below on your Smartphone.
First, go to an app store on your Smart-
phone, then download a barcode scan-
ning application. Scan the barcode and it
will take you to the Fort Hamilton ICE
website where you can enter your com-
ment.

Yoga fit and Zumba classes
Zumba and Yoga fit classes are now
offered every Wednesdays at the sports
and fitness center. Yoga fit classes begin
at 5:30 p.m. and Zumba classes begin at
6:30 p.m. For more information, call
Bilgis Benu at 718-630-4935 or 4793.

Embroidery shop relocates

Ariadna’s Fantasy custom embroidery
and engraving shop has moved from the
front entrance of the post exchange to
123 General Lee Ave. in the Mini Mall
area around the corner between the
Louis Dry Cleaners and Subway.

For confidential
reporting of domestic
abuse or to report

sexual assault,
contact the Victim
Advocacy Hotline at
347-452-4302

Editorial Staff

Garrison Commander
Col. Michael Gould

Deputy Commander
Damon Wilford

Garrison Command Sgt. Major
Command Sgt. Maj.
Sylvia Laughlin

Public Affairs Chief
Alison Kohler

Community Relations Officer
Cathy Santopietro

Command Information/
Media Relations Officer
Bruce Hill

Have a story idea for the
Connection?

Call 718-630-4780 or e-mail
usarmy.hamilton.imcom.
mbx.pao-distro-
list@mail.mil
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