THE Force Protection Condition (FPCON) System was adopted in June 2001 to facilitate
continuity among branches of the U.S. armed forces. The system is designed to reduce
vulnerability to terrorist attacks through the use of detailed protective measures.
FPCONs may vary throughout DOD, depending on locations and local threat levels.

FPCON ALPHA: Applies when there is an increased general threat of possible terrorist activity against personnel or
facilities, the nature and extent of which are unpredictable. The increased measures during FPCON Alpha must be
capable of being maintained indefinitely.

FPCON BRAVO: Applies when an increased or more predictable threat of terrorist activity exists. Sustaining FPCON
Bravo measures for a prolonged period may affect operational capability and military-civil relationships with local
authorities.

FPCON CHARLIE: Applies when an incident occurs or intelligence is received indicating that some form of terrorist
action or targeting against personnel or facilities is likely. Prolonged implementation of FPCON Charlie measures may
create hardship and affect the activities of the unit and its personnel.

FPCON DELTA: Applies in the immediate area where a terrorist attack has occurred or when intelligence has been
received that terrorist action against a specific location or person is imminent. FPCON Delta is usually declared as a
localized condition and is not intended to be sustained for an extended duration.



